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MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF 


Dinter ee eee eho aniashalamattar line hain Rhusenitatubaenlctesteetie tach Nitin NaRa ST 


I want to thank you for the information. on the steps we have taken 
+o counter the Tl-28 threat. ™ “Kpparently Generals Weyland and Barcus: are 
taking ‘necessary “Steps to Prevent a Go ee unoue: auroriee attack on our air 
basese : 


I have one suggestion on possible dispersal efforts that might be taken” 
which would provide security at a lew cost. Japan can well be considered a 
political sanctuary. My suggestion is that we make maximum use of rear bases 
in Japan with the idea of conducting staging through | or, Rostrs trike refueling 
of aireralt in the, forward bases. 


Two egnter in General Weyland's message are not clear to mee The first 
is his reference to the use of atomic weapons. If he medns use of atomic 
weapons against Manchurian and/or Chinese cities, I would question the polit~- 
ical wisdom of such an action. If he means however the use of our existing 
stockpile weapons against airfields, I would like your opinion on the practice | 
ability of such attacks. 


General Weyland's. discussion of hot, pursuit brings to mind another 
question which was highlighted in the base briefing on January 7. In this 
briefing I noted that we are still going ahead with our original deployment 
on Okinawan air bases. This deployment of air. ‘units was developed prior to 
-the Gime the Chinese Commumist Air Foree had any appreciable combat potential. 
In view of the present strength and potential future build-up, especially in 
TU-2s and IL-28s I wonder if such forward disposition of our medium bombers 
and~logistics within easy range of bases in the Shanghai-Canton area might 
not be inviting trouble, especially if we were to initiate attacks into 

Manchuria should the pattern of the air war change. 


/s/ Thomas K, Finletter 
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